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Hi All, 
 
2011 brought some new faces to our committee with five new 
members. Together with our re-joining members we formed a 
committee of 15 to start the year off.  
 
There was a slow start to early registrations this year and we had 
concerns about holding our numbers. These concerns turned out 
to be unnecessary as we had some very late registrations come 
in to the club.   
 
By the end of registrations we ended holding our Rooball 
numbers at 171 which is good news for future growth within the club. There was some very good growth in 
juniors with the girls growing from 71 to 103 and the boys growing from 298 to 328 giving us a total of 431 
junior members. This was a growth of 62 members for the juniors, unfortunately we did not experience the 
same in the seniors with us losing a few whole teams going to other associations to play. We ended up 
dropping numbers in seniors from 353 to 295. This gave us a total of 898 members for 2011. 
 
This brought us to the time of the year the players, coaches, managers and parents all anticipateé. the start 
of the season, and what a season it was! 
 
Rooballers started with their great enthusiasm and enjoyment for the game that we all love to watch. That 
love of the game flowed into our junior and senior teams in the competitions. Parklea had been competitive 
all year across the board but when it came time for the semi-finals the teams really lifted and found form at 
the right time of the year.  
 
We ended up with 65% (35 out of 54) of our competition teams making the semi-finals. This was a new club 
record. All of the hard work for the year from the players, coaches and managers had paid off as this was 
converted to getting 19 teams into the grand finals, another club record. 
 
Grand Finals weekend proved to be very successful for the club as well converting 14 out of the 19 teams 
into champions for the year, another club record, a great effort by all. 
 
A special mention to our under 11/1 for making the quarter final of the Champion of Champions and our 
Premiers still in the competition as I write this report, good luck boys. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank our great team of committee members. For the 
biggest club we have one of the smallest committees in the association and it is only through the skill, 
dedication and commitment from this group of people that has let us succeed in being club of the year for the 
past two years and  we are in contention for another one this year. I personally could not have got through 
this year without you and the club could not have functioned and excelled as well as it does without your 
great work, well done team! 
 
On that note I would like to advise due to personal reasons I will not be running for President again this year, 
but will be staying on as a general member of the committee to help out when possible, I would ask parents 
to put their hand up at the AGM and help out as a member of the committee next year, this club cannot stay 
as great as it is without some more dedicated people on the committee to lighten the load for all. 
 
A reminder to all to keep an eye on the website for our dates of events coming up eg Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) and registration days. I trust you all had as great a season as my family had and hope to see 
you all again next year in 2012! 

 
Yours in Sport, Darren Holmes 
President - Parklea Soccer Football Club 
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Although I have been with the club for many years, this 
year is my first on the committee. it is very hard for me 
to compare to previous years. If we have had a more 
successful year than this, I would be very surprised. 
Parklea again proved to show its strength running 
away with 14 out of 19 grand final winners. 
 

Senior football within Parklea SFC during 2011 was 
extremely strong with our elite Premier League squad 
winning both grades of their grand finals, and is within 
the top 8 in the state of Champions of Champions as I 
write this report. An excellent effort by all players and 
coaching staff. Between both grades, we were 
undefeated all season and had 3 goals scored against 
them in first grade and 8 against us in reserves. An unbelievable statistic! Our Prems are also to compete in 
the first year of the prestigious Presidents Cup grand final. A match that everyone really cannot wait for. 
 

2011 was the inaugural year of a second tier squad division. The introduction of a Super League was brought 
in with a first and reserves grade much like the Premier League. Selecting a squad did have some teething 
problems, but thanks to the coaches we finally had a group of very talented young players. The first grade 
consisted mainly under 21ôs that did very well to make the semi-finals, unfortunately losing in the first week. 
The reserves showed that size and age did not matter when it came to finals football. A remarkable effort by a 
group of young men who mostly consisted of 17 year olds. Unfortunately, we lost the grand final but it proved 
that the concept of using the Super League to ñbloodò young players into all age football was a success and 
will make better players of them. 
 

Throughout the rest of the seniors we had two grand final winners in the all age menôs division 3 and 4. 
Division 6 were minor premiers and unlucky not to get the chance to play in the grand final. Division 8 had a 
consistent year finishing in third. Our division 5 and 9ôs were unlucky not to make the semiôs, finishing in fifth 
spot. Then there is our division 10 team. A group who gave 110% effort every week. Our 17ôs and Over 35/3ôs 
unfortunately had a fairly long season. The 17ôs did have a tough ask climbing two divisions from last year. 
Under 18ôs did make the grand final just missing out on a winning goal. Over 35 divisions 2 & 5 did well to 
make the semi-finals both losing in penalty shootouts in the first week. 
 

All age ladies showed signs of strength in the first half of the season, with our division 3 black and division 4 
teams both in the top four. Unfortunately, they both fell away to sixth and fifth spots respectfully. Our division 3 
reds did show a much improved second half of the season narrowly missing out in a finals spot. 
 

Personally, I have thoroughly enjoyed my role this year and building relationships with people whom I have 
never had the opportunity to. From watching rooballers run around which I havenôt done in many years, to the 
new small sided games and through to over 35ôs. I have had many enjoyable moments around the park. It has 
been very rewarding and joining the committee is a task that I highly recommend.  
 

A big thank you to all of the committed members of the committee. These people keep this club strong and 
well organized. A very special thank you to our ñhelpersò. People like the Gough brothers, Andy Kensett, Jane 
Pap, Lisa Peacock, Kyle Romero, Peter Geist, Rob Burke and many, many more. Without these people, the 
club would just not be there and they are the reason why there are usually nets on your posts and drinks in the 
canteen. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the senior coaches and managers for taking time out of your 
lives to give to your team. Sometimes it is a tough ask to control and organize sixteen adults and throughout 
the year there was next to no problems this year thanks to you all.   
 

I look forward to seeing you all again next year. 
 
Yours in football, 
Michael Carraro - Senior Vice President - Parklea Soccer Football Club 




